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OER-Team at ZHAW 

University Library 

ZHAW Jahresbericht 2022 (Translation is forthcoming)
This slide: all rights reserved

https://www.zhaw.ch/storage/hochschule/ueber-uns/zahlen-fakten/jahresbericht_2022/ZHAW_Jahresbericht-2022.pdf


Situation today, UNESCO having mentioned

OER for the first time, 20 years ago in 2002 …
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«It did not happen so far

– why should we

assume that the idea of

OER will work in the

future?»

Pixabay, detail

https://pixabay.com/vectors/questions-man-head-success-lamp-2519654


Institutional Resources for Open Access
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• Open Access Policies

-------

• Open Access Publication Fund for
gold open access publications (e.g. 
at ZHAW)

• Read and Publish Agreements with
publishers (e.g. at ZHAW)

• Insititutional Repositories for Green 
Open Access (e.g. ZHAW 
digitalcollection)

• Staff, e.g. at Libraries and ICT 
Departements

https://www.zhaw.ch/en/library/writing-publishing/publishing-and-open-access/oa-at-the-zhaw/#c112481
https://www.zhaw.ch/en/library/writing-publishing/publishing-and-open-access/oa-at-the-zhaw/#c151923
https://digitalcollection.zhaw.ch/


Structural Support for Open Access Open Access – the new

normal

5SNSF: Open Access, retrieved on May 2nd, 2023

https://oa100.snf.ch/en/home-en/
https://oa100.snf.ch/en/home-en/


SNSF Funding Books
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SNSF: Open Access: Funding Books, retrieved on May 2nd, 2023

(…)

https://oa100.snf.ch/en/funding/books/


SNSF Funding Books
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SNSF: Annex 2: Grants for scientific open access e-publications (publication grants) retrieved on May 3rd, 2023

https://www.snf.ch/en/Z2GsZbMCeccg4x9U/page/funding/documents-downloads


SNSF Funding Books
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(…)

SNSF: Open Access: Funding Books, retrieved on May 2nd, 2023

https://oa100.snf.ch/en/funding/books/


Horizon Europe  / Academies of Arts and Sciences
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Horizon Europe

«Open science policy: Mandatory open access to publications and open science principles are 

applied throughout the programme.»

Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences: 

«Open Access Initiatives by SAHS: The scientific journals and series supported by the SAHS 

are to appear Open Access by 2020. With an annual contribution of approximately CHF 1.2 

million to the nearly 80 titles, the SAHS is one of the most important supporting organisations

for scientific publishing in Switzerland.»

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://akademien-schweiz.ch/de/themen/wissenschaftskultur/open-science/
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Teaching materials 

produced at higher 

education institutions that 

receive public funding 

should be published 

comprehensively as OER.

Why OER needs funding, too

OER professionals …

Pixabay

https://oa100.snf.ch/en/home-en/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/owl-bird-book-wise-wisdom-scholar-47526/
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Teachers …

But most teaching materials in 
Switzerland contain copyrighted 
materials of other authors – which 
might be used in classroom settings 
and closed LMS according to CopA
19(1)(b). They are not built to be 
published and there are no 
workflows for publication or quality 
control in place.

Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/vectors/tux-animal-bird-books-bookworm-161406/
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OER professionals …

Pixabay

You should create your 

materials as OER from the 

very beginning.

https://oa100.snf.ch/en/home-en/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/owl-bird-book-wise-wisdom-scholar-47526/
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Teachers …

You mean

- reserve time in order to deal 
with licenses and copyright 
questions,

- find openly licensed 
alternatives or pay someone 
to create new images, and

- search for and rearrange my 
LMS course according to 
another publication platform 
for distribution?

Pixabay

See also conference talk «Co-Creation statt Isolation? Kulturen des Teilens offener Bildungsressourcen zum Typ „Prüfungen», 

Nadine Hahm and Matthias Bandtel, expected to be upcoming on YouTube Channel University Future Festival 2023 from May 12.

https://pixabay.com/vectors/tux-animal-bird-books-bookworm-161406/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HSFDigital
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«So…

What could be the motivation 

for university teachers to publish 

OER?»

Pixabay, detail

https://pixabay.com/vectors/questions-man-head-success-lamp-2519654


Germany : Policy, Funding, Infrastructure
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BMBF OER Strategy / Coalition Agreement Dt. Bundesregierung 2021

Funding: ORCA (Open Resources Campus NRW)

«Eine Einzelförderung mit einer nach den Erfordernissen des jeweiligen Antrages

begründeten Fördersumme von maximal bis zu 500.000 Euro.»

«Lizenzierung: Alle im Rahmen dieser Förderlinie entstehenden digitalen Lehr-/

Lernmaterialien müssen unter der Lizenz „CC BY-SA 4.0“, „CC BY“ oder „CC 0“

veröffentlicht werden.»

OERSI: OER Search Index (meta search) with 65.000 OER Resources for

Higher Education

https://www.bmbf.de/SharedDocs/Publikationen/de/bmbf/3/691288_OER-Strategie.html
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/gesetzesvorhaben/koalitionsvertrag-2021-1990800
https://www.orca.nrw/lehrende/ausschreibungen
https://oersi.org/


Germany : Higher Education Development
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U:FF University Future Festival 26-28 April 2023

Presentations on OER alongside with presentations on skills, AI, exams, etc.

Audience and speakers: HEI teachers

• CHE Centrum für Hochschulentwicklung

• HFD Hochschulforum Digitalisierung, 

• Stiftung Innovation in der Hochschullehre, 

https://festival.hfd.digital/de/universityfuture-festival/
https://www.che.de/
https://hochschulforumdigitalisierung.de/
https://stiftung-hochschullehre.de/


USA : Textbooks
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Notice by the Education Department on 03/17/2023 retrieved on May 5th, 2023, detail

Right: Newsletter ISKME Insights post from ISKME (https://www.iskme.org/) sent on April 29th, 2023, highlighting by me

Type of Award: Discretionary grants.

Estimated Available Funds: $10,626,704.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/17/2023-05456/applications-for-new-awards-fund-for-the-improvement-of-postsecondary-education-open-textbooks-pilot
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/17/2023-05456/applications-for-new-awards-fund-for-the-improvement-of-postsecondary-education-open-textbooks-pilot
https://www.iskme.org/


Great Britain : Teacher Career Pathways in HEI

18

2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22

Academic employment 

function

Teaching only 61,050 66,355 72,540 72,970 81,020

Teaching and research 100,120 98,600 98,085 98,630 100,160

Research only 49,515 50,855 51,510 51,375 51,005

Neither teaching nor research 1,290 1,255 1,390 1,555 1,745

Total 211,980 217,065 223,525 224,530 233,930

Figure 2 - Academic staff (excluding atypical) by employment conditions 2017/18 to 2021/22 by Higher Education Statistics 

Agency is licensed under CC BY 4.0, layout and highlighting by me.

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis/sb264/figure-2
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Figure 2 - Academic staff (excluding atypical) by employment conditions 2017/18 to 2021/22 by Higher Education Statistics 

Agency is licensed under CC BY 4.0, layout and highlighting by me.

30%

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis/sb264/figure-2
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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It is becoming more common for 
universities in the UK to ask for 

evidence of ability to teach, which 
can be shown through awards ...

[Could also be supported by 
visibility of teaching materials and 
teaching activities (OER and Open 

Educational Practices)]

University of Edinburgh: Career Service: Teaching and 

research in Higher Education, retrieved on May 4th, 2023

Great Britain : Evidence of the ability to teach

https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers/students/undergraduates/discover-what-s-out-there/find-out-about-types-of-jobs-and-employers/exploring-jobs-and-sectors/popular-sectors/education-health-social/teaching-education/teaching-research-higher-education


«… league tables are more focused on research measurables. 
A by-product of this has been (…) a tendency for the sector to 
privilege research over teaching.»

«Teaching is essential to the future sustainability of higher 
education, to continuing research output, and the development 
of students into citizens. ….»
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Great Britain : Survey «The Teaching-Research Nexus»

The British Academy (June 2022): The Teaching-Research Nexus, retrieved on May 4th, 2023

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/publications/teaching-research-nexus/


ZHAW OER Policy in 2020
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Open Educational Resources (OER) Policy ZHAW University Library is licenced under CC-BY 4.0

https://gpmpublic.zhaw.ch/GPMDocProdZPublic/Fuehrungsgrundlagen/Z_PY_Policy_Open_Educational_Resources_engl.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Yvonne

Nicole

Roger Bastian

Support and teaching

OER website, OER guide

ZHAW OER Team

https://www.zhaw.ch/de/hochschulbibliothek/lehren-forschen/open-educational-resources/
https://www.zhaw.ch/storage/hochschule/hsb/forschen-lehren/220215-leitfaden-oer-englisch-version2.pdf


ZHAW OER Community
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- About 200 members

from all departments

- Discussion about

funding options for

teaching projects

- Identifying OEP – Open 

Educational Practices as

a topic, relevant to

teachers. 



OER-Repository for Swiss HEI : presentation on 

November 14th, 2022



Pillars of the OER Repository

1. Realisation with edu-sharing

(like ZOERR, twillo)

2. Content from HEI (material for tertiary

education only)

3. Quality assurance: login with SWITCH edu-

ID, upload by partners only

4. Free search and download: No login

required

5. Moodle plugin

https://www.zoerr.de/
https://www.twillo.de/


OER-Repository for Swiss HEI : State
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SWITCH is discussing to set up a pilot project and offer participaton as a service.

Costs (compared to Open Access)

• not concrete yet, but might be in the area of what SNSF grants for one enriched

digital book

• will not go into the hands of commercial publishers but into the development of

open source software for OER publishing (sustainable)

• no ICT staff and hosting in the institution required.



What OER structures do we have in Switzerland?
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UNESCO recommendation on OER

Swissuniversities
• Teaching: «(…) deals with a variety of topics. (…) carries out coordination and monitoring activities (…) 

at the national level.»

• P8 Digital Skills in der Lehre

• Swiss National Open Science Strategy: 4.2 Weaknesses … - «The low level of activity in application 

domains like Citizen Science, Open Innovation or Open Education in Swiss HEI …» / «Open education 

requires appropriate resources, tools and practices to meet initial discourses and ultimately the demands 

of quality.» (p. 10)

SWITCH eduhub: SIG OER (OER professionals)

OER Creator Workshop 2022 / OER conferences (community building, OER professionals)

https://www.unesco.org/en/legal-affairs/recommendation-open-educational-resources-oer
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/en/topics/teaching
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/themen/digitalisierung/digital-skills
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/fileadmin/swissuniversities/Dokumente/Organisation/SUK-P/SUK_P-2/OpenScience_Strategy_v2.5_clean.pdf
https://www.eduhub.ch/
https://www.eduhub.ch/community/Special-Interest-Groups/oer/
https://oer-schweiz.ch/oer-creator-workshop/
https://openlcms.org/oer-conference-2021/


Discussion on 
developments in HEI 
teaching, openness in 

education, quality
assurance, visibility, … on 

a national level

Recognition of teaching 
activities at HEI – and of 

OER activities

Project funding for OER 
analogous to Open Access 

(and Open Research 
Data)

Discussion : Do we need a Swiss (OER) Community of 

Teachers in Higher Education?
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